
Parents/Guardians: 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
As we approach the time for the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) tests, we 
wanted to take a moment to explain their importance and how they benefit our students and 
school community. The MCA tests are designed to measure student progress and proficiency in 
key academic areas such as reading, mathematics, and science. These assessments provide 
valuable insights into each student's learning journey and help us tailor our teaching strategies 
to better meet their needs. Here are a few reasons why the MCA tests are important:  
 
1. **Benchmarking Progress**: The tests offer a standardized measure to evaluate how well 
students are mastering the state standards. This helps us identify strengths and areas for 
improvement, both at the individual and school levels. 
 
 2. **Informing Instruction**: The results from the MCA tests guide teachers in refining their 
instructional methods. By understanding where students excel or struggle, educators can adjust 
their approaches to support all learners effectively.  
 
3. **Accountability**: The assessments hold schools accountable for providing quality 
education. They ensure that we maintain high standards and work towards continuous 
improvement in teaching and learning.  
 
4. **Preparing for the Future**: The skills assessed by the MCAs are essential for success in 
higher education and future careers. By identifying gaps early, we can better prepare students 
for the challenges ahead.  
 
5. **Engaging Families**: The results provide an opportunity for parents to engage with their 
child's education. They offer a clear picture of academic progress and open up conversations 
about how to support learning at home.  
 
We understand that testing can sometimes be stressful, but we assure you that our goal is to 
create a supportive environment that encourages students to do their best. We appreciate your 
partnership and support in helping your child prepare for these assessments.  Please have your 
student get a good night's sleep and a nutritious breakfast before they test. If you have any 
questions or concerns about the MCA tests, please feel free to reach out to us. Together, we 
can ensure that every student has the opportunity to succeed.  
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
Michael Emerson 


